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Soviet Is Lifting Clo 


t 


Kpcctal to The new York Times 
MOSCOW, Jan. 18 — Far 


from letting its secret agents! Glory to Agents Unmasked |©085¢- 
During Work in West 


iwho are unmasked abroad slip 
back into obscurity, the Soviet 
Union is now glorifying them, 
publicly. : 
| The latest such tribute is a 
two-and-a-half-hour movie en- 
‘titled “Off-Season,” introduced 
‘by Col. Rudolf I. Abel, a Soviet) 
agent who operated in the 


cuted in 
“Off-S 

this wee 

cow’s 


United States from 1948 until/houses after having played in 
this arrest in 1957, He was ex-'a few packed downtown the- 


Films Being Used to Give ter-warfare research station at 


ing German attack, Mr. Sorge Mr. Lonsdale was exchanged}, 
was later unmasked and exc- 


Sec. Yo. 4 OFC Seasoe 


9 JAN 1963 eee Kalo { 5 
Ct he LEO 18 (ire 


aks From Some of Its Spies 


Portland, on England’s south 


The film’s hero uses the name}: | 
of Lonsfield and, like Mr. Lons- 
dale, operated a jukebox busi- 
"—— Iness as a cover. : 
be April, ee era! M. 

ynne, a Briton who was held 

1944 by the Japanese. |in"the Soviet Union on espion-|. 
eason” was releasedlage charges. The Sovict agent 
ic for showing in Mos-|in “Off-Season” is also_cap- 
neighborhood movietured and is exchanged after a 

few years in jail. The stark 
scene of exchange on a lonely 


changed Feb. 10, 1962, forlaters. The action takes place highway is typical of the mat-| 


‘Francis Gary Powers, the pilotjin the 
of a U-2 reconnsaissance plane; country 


unidentified Western|tet-of-fact, mood of ' the. entire) 


downed over the Soviet Union| headquarters of the Committee: 


May 1, 1960. 

. “Off-Season tells of efforts 
by Soviet agents to obtain in- 
formation about a chemical- 
warfare center somewhere in 


of State Security, the Soviet: 
secret police agency responsible 
for internal security and for 
espionage. 

According to Colonel Abel, 


Western Europe where a for-lthe movie is based on real; 


mer Nazi physician in a con-leyents with the names and lo- 
centration camp is supposcdly|cale changed. To confuse the 
working on a nerve gas capablejiccue,. both West German and 


of transforming people into/pritish street scencs and neigh- 
automatons. ..,|borhoods are shown. 
The film is interspersed with]. f ish 
documentary films from Nazi| 1 contrast to former gars! 
camps showing A 1 portrayals of the West, this 
amps prisoners al-jR-' A Reniic in DOW: 
legedly under the effect of such film is quite authentic in s 
a psychochemical pas. ing auto traffic, small homes 
on and other evidences of a higher 
Abel Addresses Audience {standard of living than the So- 
In the opening sequence, Col; |vict -Union’s, There appears to 
pnel Abel tells the audicnce:|have becn a steady trend in re- 
“During the war I had occa-|cent Soviet “moviemaking  to- 
sion to meet a German physi-jward a more candid treatment 
cian, an avowed Nazi, wholof subjects that were once taboo 
lcynically declared that all in-jor grossly distorted. 
iferior people should be merci-}) There are indications that 
ilessly annihilated for the sake|“Off-Scason,” so named because 
lof improving the human racc.iits action takes place in winter 


“rhese wild ideas did not diclin a small seaside resort, is) 


with Hitler’s Germany. In the]pased in part on the work .of 
United States, I: met an Ameri-|Gordon A. Lonsdale, a Soviet 
can’ officer from the -Army’sjagent: who ‘was. arrested . in 
chemical laboratory at Fort Det-|pritain in 1961on charges of|: 
rick fin Maryland] who ex-lhaving spied on. the underwa-|: 
pressed similar thoughts.” pee Oe TOR St ee ee 
Together with recent revela-| 
tions in the Soviet Union of 
the work of its secret agents’ 
abroad, the movie marks a new 
trend in a country that only a 
few years ago firmly denied 
that it engaged in espionage. 
In Neighborhood Theaters 
The turning point came in : 
the early sixtics with the dis- ; ¥ 
closure in the Soviet Union of : 
‘the work of Richard Sorge, a 
Sovict agent who penctrated 
the German Embassy. in Tokyo 
before World War II and sent 
Stalin warnings of the impend-, 


and in the Moscow ACCU Rg tie elite veel 
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